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	 The 
Congressional Award

Congress’  Award for Youth

“Congressional Award recipients 

represent the best of America.  

They do not necessarily have the 

highest grades or the greatest 

athletic or scientific achievements.  

They only need to have committed to 

bettering themselves and to giving 

back to the communities in which they 

reside.  It is the making and fulfilling 

of that commitment that makes these 

young people so extraordinary.”

–The Honorable Harry Reid

United States Senate



“I continue to see how lending a hand 
helps people.  Even the smallest thing 
can make someone’s day.” 
–Bronze Medalist Korey Lopez ★ Las Vegas, NV

Senator Harry Reid (D-NV) greets recipients at the US 
Capitol during a Congressional Award leadership event.
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A Message from the Chairman of the Board  

It is a privilege to serve as the Chairman of the only charity of the United States Congress – the 
Congressional Award Foundation.  Appointed to the Board of Directors by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, I am honored to serve at the pleasure of the congressional leadership 
to deliver this special youth program on behalf of the all members of the House and Senate.

Established by Congress in 1979, the Congressional Award Act was designed to recognize and 
promote service, initiative and achievement in America’s youth.  In the spirit of bipartisanship, 
the original legislation was a bi-cameral effort sponsored by Senator Malcolm Wallop of 
Wyoming and the late Congressman James Howard of New Jersey.  The enabling legislation 
(Public Law 96-114) established the Congressional Award as a private-public partnership, 
which receives all funding from the private sector.  The Bill was originally signed into law by 
President Jimmy Carter.  Presidents Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George 
W. Bush and Barack Obama have all signed continuing legislation. 

Each June, youth from across the nation are honored in the US Capitol for earning Congress’ 
highest award for youth – the Congressional Award Gold Medal.   Dozens of members of 
Congress join the celebration to present Medals to their constituents and to meet with the 
families and advisors who have supported them in their journey.  In addition to this special 
ceremony, a luncheon is hosted by the Senate spouses in the Russell Senate Caucus Room.

Throughout the year, additional events are held in Washington, DC where members of 
Congress participate to raise awareness and funding from the private sector.  These sponsored 
events are held on an annual basis and support the efforts of the foundation to recognize youth 
in all 50 states. The four signature fundraising events are the Youth Wellness Dinner, Youth 
& Technology Dinner, Golf Classic and Charity Poker Tournament.  In addition to these 
events, state dinners occur on a rotating basis to help raise support for outreach efforts within 
those states.  The schedule of events for the year is available from the National Office, which is 
located on Capitol Hill in the Ford House Office Building.

In addition, members of Congress hold Congressional Award events for their constituents 
in their home states or districts.   The purpose of these events is to present youth with their 
Bronze and Silver Medals for achieving their goals and providing service to their communities.  
Ceremonies take place at various venues and functions, such as high school assemblies, town 
hall meetings and state fairs.  The method of delivery of each Congressional Award is at the 
discretion of the member of Congress.

The Congressional Award relies on support from members of Congress, adult volunteers, 
partnering youth organizations and corporate sponsors in order to deliver this unique and 
worthwhile congressional program to youth across the country.  I encourage you to assist us 
in recognizing young Americans who are making a positive difference in our world.  If you 
should need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact the National Office at 
(888) 80-AWARD or (202) 226-0130.

PAXTON K. BAKER,

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD

Executive Vice President 

& General Manager, 

Centric network

PRESIDENT, BET EVENT 

PRODUCTIONS, inc.
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The Congressional Award At  a GlanceMission
The primary goal of the Congressional 
Award Foundation is to promote 
and recognize service, initiative and 
achievement, in America’s youth.  We 
strive to help young people realize 
their full potential as productive, 
responsible and caring citizens.

Young people register for the 
Congressional Award program and set 
personally challenging goals in four 
program areas – Voluntary Public 
Service, Personal Development, 
Physical Fitness and Expedition/
Exploration.  These diverse areas 
encourage young people to discover 
new talents, learn about the world 
around them and to take positive 
action in their communities.

The beauty of the Congressional 
Award program is that all young 
people, regardless of their situation, 
can qualify for an award.  The 
program has no minimum grade 
point average requirements.  It 
accommodates youth with special 
needs or disabilities, and is completely 
non-competitive.  

The Congressional Award program 
requires that youth work with an 
adult mentor or advisor, providing 
an opportunity for young people to 
learn from adults who will encourage 
and support them in their endeavors.  
The program also encourages 
the establishment of community 
networks and links, which can enable 
disadvantaged youth to become a part 
of the community. 

The Honorable Steny Hoyer (D-5th-MD) thanks AEGON for supporting the Congressional 
Award program in Maryland.

The Congressional Award program is designed 
for youth, ages 14 – 23, inclusive of any gender, 
ethnic group, academic or athletic ability and 
socioeconomic background.  

Approximately 32,000 young people from 
all 50 states, US territories and overseas 
military bases are currently enrolled in the 
Congressional Award program.

Over 10,000 adult mentors advise young 
people locally in the Congressional Award 
program.  These mentors include teachers, 
guidance counselors, scoutmasters, club 
leaders, neighbors, friends and coaches.

Thousands of volunteers promote the 
Congressional Award program throughout the 
country.

Local communities benefit from individual or 
group Congressional Award projects.  Over 3 
million hours of volunteer public service are 
rendered through the Congressional Award 
program.

Partnering Organizations deliver the 
Congressional Award program as a value-
added component to their participants.  These 
partners include the United States Air Force, 
Boy Scouts of America, Presidential Classroom, 
4-H, Girl Scouts of the USA, AmeriCorps 
NCCC, the Department of Education Office 
of Migrant Education and many others.

The members of Congress, who serve as 
patrons of the Congressional Award, promote, 
recognize and deliver the program in all 435 
congressional districts.

While the Congressional Award Foundation 
is a national organization, the program is 
delivered locally where the needs of each 
community are served.  We strongly believe 
that the future of America’s youth is reached one 
individual at a time.
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Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY) meets with 
Congressional Awardees at a leadership event.
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“The Gold Nation 
program was an awesome 
experience.  The 
Congressional Award 
is such an incredible 
program. I wish every 
teen out there was 
taking part in it. I will 
continue to spread the 
word about it!”

–Gold Medalist 
Jonathan Webster ★ 

Langhorne, PA

The Congressional Award Gold Medal Award Ceremony
Youth are recognized at this annual event in Washington, DC as the culmination of two years 
dedicated to meeting their goals in Voluntary Public Service, Personal Development, Physical 
Fitness and Expedition/Exploration.  Held on Capitol Hill, the national event brings together 
youth, advisors and families from across the country to recognize the dedication to service and 
goals that these youth have exhibited.  Members of Congress from both sides of the aisle and 
hill present the Gold Medals to their constituents in a ceremony attended by other civic and 
community leaders as well as partnering organizations and friends of the foundation. 

The ceremony is the highlight of a week-long program hosted by the foundation, which is 
filled with a touring program for medalists to connect and explore Washington, DC and a 
larger celebratory event for families and supporters to recognize these deserving youth.  Since 
its inception, the Congressional Award has recognized approximately 3,000 Gold Medalists.

Senator and Mrs. John Boozman 
spend time with Arkansas Gold 
Medalist, Jacob Costello.

Gold Medalists celebrate their accomplishments after the Gold Medal Ceremony.
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“I experienced deep satisfaction in helping 
others and in contributing to my community.”

–Gold Medalist Andrew Sze ★ Darien, IL

The Honorable Ray LaHood and President (then Senator) Barack Obama, representing the state of Illinois, present a Gold Medal to 
Michael Verhulst at the 2006 Congressional Award Ceremony in the U.S. Capitol.



8

Alabama 
Senator Shelby 	
Senator Sessions

Representative Mo Brooks 
(AL05) 			 
Lisa Henderson

Representative Bachus (AL06)
Catherine Briscoe

Arkansas
Senator Pryor 	
Senator Boozman

Representative Womack 
(AR03) 
Jacob Costello

California
Senator Feinstein 	
Senator Boxer

Representative Lugren 
(CA03) 
Elliot Bartlett 
Blake Delaplane 
Emily McNamara

Representative Matsui (CA05)
Adam Greenberg

Representative Garamendi 
(CA10) 
Daniel Friesen 
Sarah Friesen

Representative McNerney 
(CA11) 
Christine Langford 
Mark Talley 
Claire Williams

Representative Speier (CA12)
Peter Hurtubise 
Haley Kong 
Amrit Saxena

Representative Eshoo (CA14) 
Lillian Chen

Representative Honda (CA15)
Anusha Koganti

Representative McCarthy 
(CA22) 
Katie Bogash 
Lewis Elizabeth

Representative Gallegly 
(CA24) 
Bryson Edgar 
Barbara Horne-Petersdorf 
Alexander Mastrolonardo

Representative Dreier (CA26)
Yan Mei Guo 
Jesse Li 
Steven Martin

Representative Schiff (CA29)
Chloe Hsia

Representative Waxman 
(CA30) 
Yael Freiberg

Representative Bass (CA33)
Corine Taylor

Representative Royce (CA40)
Talia Bastien 
Daniel Lane 
Diane Oh

Representative Rohrabacher 
(CA46) 
Michelle Lang 
Patrick Murphy 
Victor Woo 
Walter Woo

Representative Campbell 
(CA48)  
Adrienne Liu 
Christina Penticuff

Representative Issa (CA49)
Zachary Chione 
Holly Rogers

Representative Billbray 
(CA50) 
Aaron Epstein

Colorado
Senator Udall 	
Senator Bennet

Representative DeGette 
(CO01) 
Nicholas Carney 
Riley Carney

Representative Tipton 
(CO03) 
Tyler Moore

Representative Lamborn 
(CO05) 
Levanna Davis 
Carolina Patton

Representative Coffman 
(CO06) 
Katrina Atkinson  
Austin Reed

Connecticut 
Senator Lieberman 	
Senator Blumenthal

Representative Courtney 
(CT02) 
Kousanee Chheda 
Sumaali Chheda

Florida
Senator Nelson 	
Senator Rubio

Representative Miller (FL01)
Johnna Bowles 
Tyler Bryant 
Brian Toups

Representative Mica (FL07)
Kaitlyn Chana

Representative Webster 
(FL08) 
Tabitha Boeringer

Representative Posey (FL15)
Christopher Lee

Representative Rooney 
(FL16) 
Lindsey Bordner 
Amanda Brown 
Sarah Dennison 
Danielle DiTerlizzi 
Rachel Fenton 
Ian Gasiorek 
Bailey Gleason 
Adam Glener 
Julie Glener 
Michael Healy 
David Hill Jr. 
Victoria Holden 
Caroline Horrow 
Stephanie Hoskins 
Raymond La 
William Li 

Dillon Pettyjohn 
Caitlin Stevenson 
Martha Strum 
Jennifer Tuck 
Grace Willert

Representative Ros-Lehtinen 
(FL18) 
Joseph Lindsay 
Michael Murray

Representative Deutch (FL19)
Flannery Winchester

Representative West (FL22)
Raquel Bicknell 
Kedric Bostic III 
Jamie Corey 
Carleton Coulter 
Robert Dattolo 
Hamilton Doane 
Kiva Ebert 
Cody Ellsworth 
Lindsay French 
John Hardin 
Alexandra Ladd 
Samantha Marion 
Dustin Provenzano 
Dylan Provenzano 
Joshua Schattie 
Eric Shearouse 
Anjali Shetty 
Victoria Vartan

Representative Hastings 
(FL23) 
Chelsey Hofer 
Angel Millender

Georgia
Senator Chambliss 	
Senator Isakson

Representative Kingston 
(GA01) 
Dennis Harris

Representative Westmoreland 
(GA03) 
Robert Fetters

Representative Price (GA06)
Christiana Brock 
J. Alexander Levine

Representative Gingrey 
(GA11) 
Jonathan Lynch

Idaho
Senator Crapo 	
Senator Risch

Representative Labrador 
(ID01) 
Kristen Boyd 
Danielle Hooper 
Breanna Lee 
Isaac Levi 
Stacie Monaghan 
Rachel Spencer

Representative Simpson 
(ID02) 
Jon Atkinson 
Cory Berry 
Steven Boomhower 
Samantha Breeding 
Abigail Burk 
Hanna Fischer 
Jene Johnson 
Julianna Lamb 
John Langfield 
Britton Stevenson 
Ashley Stucki 
Lara Tuthill

Illinois
Senator Durbin 	
Senator Kirk

Representative Schakowsky 
(IL09) 
Joanne Dynak

Representative Dold (IL10)
Bryan Sable

Representative Kinzinger 
(IL11) 
Timothy McNally

Representative Manzullo 
(IL16) 
Zachary Isrow

Indiana
Senator Lugar 	
Senator Coats

Representative Rokita (IN04)
Carah Austin

Representative Burton (IN05)
Monica Cheng 
Robert Rowlett 

2010/2011 Congressional Award  Gold Medalists

Listing reflects approved Gold Medalists as of our print deadline.
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“With everything from visiting homeless 
shelters to learning time management, the 
Congressioanl Award has made me a more 
organized and self-aware person.”
–Bronze Medalist Gina Benedetto ★ Marshfield, MA

Senator Scott Brown meets with Congressional 
Award Gold Medalists at the 2010 Gold Medal 

Open House in the U.S. Capitol.
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“I have learned the values of working diligently to meet my goals, 
and through them I have given more of myself, become physically 
fit and I have learned the incentive to travel to new places.”
–Bronze Medalist Thane Seward  ★ Boise, ID

Senators Mike Crapo (R-ID) and Jim Risch (R-ID) pose with awardees 
at the Idaho State Congressional Award Ceremony in Boise.
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Representative Pence (IN06)
Miriam Crane 
Abraham Gerber 
James Luehrmann

Kansas
Senator Roberts 	
Senator Moran

Representative Yoder (KS03)
Alexander Abramovitz 
Ben Denzer 
Victoria Gaughan 
Kaya LeGrand 
Anne Sgroi

Kentucky
Senator McConnell 	
Senator Paul

Representative Yarmuth 
(KY03) 
Jessica Cambron

Representative Chandler 
(KY06) 
Jacob Rennick

Louisiana 
Senator Landrieu 	
Senator Vitter

Representative Cassidy 
(LA06) 
Kelly Ann McCarthy 
Joshua Nzewi

Maine
Senator Snowe 	
Senator Collins

Representative Pingree 
(ME01) 
Benjamin Grotton 
Mary McCormick

Maryland
Senator Mikulski 	
Senator Cardin

Representative Harris 
(MD01) 
Ross Libby 
Jeremy Robilotta 
Carson Wigley

Representative Sarbanes 
(MD03) 
Kimberly Soffen

Representative Cummings 
(MD07) 
Harish Chatrathi

Representative Van Hollen 
(MD08) 
Zohair Asmail

Massachusetts
Senator Kerry 	
Senator Brown

Representative Neal (MA02)
Rebecca Constantine

Representative Markey 
(MA06) 
Alexandra Serrano 
Ashleigh Serrano

Representative Lynch (MA09)
Catherine Aker

Michigan
Senator Levin 	
Senator Stabenow

Representative Huizenga 
(MI02) 
Shannon McAvinchey

Representative Amash (MI03)
David Hoogmoed 
Ryan Ritzema 
Heather Ritzema

Representative Walberg 
(MI07) 
Gabriel Lee

Representative Miller (MI10)
Zechariah Vinson

Minnesota 
Senator Klobuchar 		
Senator Franken

Representative Paulsen 
(MN03) 
Anna Hegland 
Catrina Lane

Representative McCollum 
(MN04) 
Hannah Nemer 
Amy Walton

Mississippi 
Senator Cochran 	
Senator Wicker

Representative Nunnelee 
(MS01) 
Lindsey Bouchillon 
Amy Brown

Representative Palazzo 
(MS04) 
Jason Jones

Missouri  
Senator McCaskill 	
Senator Blunt

Representative Clay (MO01)
Jennifer Kelly 
Madeline Klaesner

Representative Akin (MO02)
Matthew Gerling 
Alexander Kehm 
Shannon Kelly 
Mariah Mullins

Representative Carnahan 
(MO03) 
Colleen Flecke 
Abigail Fronick 
Louise Love 
Natasha Sanford

Representative Long (MO07)
Austin Coon

Representative Luetkemeyer 
(MO09) 
Julia Seliga 
Tessa Vellek

Nebraska 
Senator Nelson 	
Senator Johanns

Representative Terry (NE02)
Tonni Blount 
Ashley Eisert

New Jersey 
Senator Lautenberg 	
Senator Menendez

Representative LoBiondo 
(NJ02) 
Erik Burgin 
Courtney Cain 
Arionna Charlesworth 
Megan Hardy 
Lauren Holding 
Jeremy Wilson

Representative Runyan 
(NJ03) 
John Laberee

Representative Smith (NJ04)
Diane Scavelli 
Manu Sharma

Representative Garrett (NJ05)
Ara Lim 
Han-Wei Wu

Representative Pallone (NJ06)
Jordan Ardakanian 
Katherine Bazley 
Alex Jones 
Esha Parikh

Representative Lance (NJ07)
Emily Bailey 
Shreshth Bajaj 
Amery Chang 
Allison Dadouris 
Jamie Dadouris 
Makenzie Holmsborg

Representative Pascrell 
(NJ08) 
Deborah Rose

Representative Rothman 
(NJ09) 
Chantal Lopez

Representative Frelinghuysen 
(NJ11) 
Paul Bender 
James F. Hogan 
Marcus 
Lauren Shook 
Joseph Shook IV

Representative Holt (NJ12)
Farrah Alkhaleel  
Thomas Alne 
Jaclyn Campis 
Arnab Chatterjee 
Dylan Furlong 
Brittney Gordon 
Stephanie Guang 
Alyssa Hollander 
Sasank Isola 
Erica Lai 
Sarah Mattina 
Yuvraj Mohan 
Stephanie Mui 
Alomi Parikh 
Nikhil Patel 
Jessica Sher 
Rajat Verma 
Jessica Wu

New York 
Senator Schumer 	
Senator Gillibrand

Representative Israel (NY02)
John Farese 
Megan Toth

Representative Grimm 
(NY13) 
Kathleen Brim 
Joseph Plescia

Representative Rangel 
(NY15) 
Alexander Sharpe

Representative Lowey (NY18)
Emma Todorovich

Representative Hayworth 
(NY19) 
Cody Nager 
Jesse Schmid

Representative Slaughter 
(NY28)  
Jannah Folkerts 
Jeffery Kemp

Representative Reed (NY29) 
Katie Demme 
Ethan Johnson 
Zach Roberts 
Alexander Spillane

Nevada
Senator Reid 	
Senator Heller

Representative Berkley 
(NV01) 
Heather Wilder

New Mexico 
Senator Bingaman 	
Senator Udall

Representative Heinrich 
(NM01) 
John Korbin

North Carolina 
Senator Burr 	
Senator Hagan

Representative Butterfield 
(NC01) 
Lindsay Stutts

Representative Jones (NC03)
Marisa Linton 
Elizabeth West 
Hanna West

Representative Price (NC04)
Michael Bojanski 
William Lindsey 
Neel Mandavilli 
Marion Sweeney

Representative Foxx (NC05)
Katherine Cavenaugh 
Catherine Douglas

Representative McIntyre 
(NC07) 
Erin Mullen

Representative Miller (NC13)
Nicola Eick

Ohio
Senator Brown 	
Senator Portman

Listing reflects approved Gold Medalists as of our print deadline.
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Representative Chabot 
(OH01) 
Randal Scott Dudis

Representative Boehner 
(OH08) 
Rajan Gupta 
Robert Patton

Representative Kaptur 
(OH09) 
Caitlin Morris

Representative Tiberi (OH12)
John Hager 
Gabrielle Tan

Representative LaTourette 
(OH14) 
Benjamin McMullen

Pennsylvania 
Senator Casey 	
Senator Toomey 

Representative Brady (PA01)
Somalea In 
Van Buu Luong 
Chan Mao 
Nimol Mao 
Socheata Mao 
Sotheary mao 
Sothea Pang 
Sooudam Pen 
Poi Theng Suon 
Poi Veng Suon

Representative Fattah (PA02)
Bao Ho 
Xinxi Jiang 
Hayley Leather 
Cuong Luu 
Tram Nguyen 
Tuan Nguyen 
Sokhengly Non

Representative Altmire 
(PA04) 
Jonathan Lin 
Michelle Sunjoo Lee 
Praveen Tummalapalli

Representative Gerlach 
(PA06) 
Ernesto Perez

Representative Fitzpatrick 
(PA08) 
Taylor Caligaris 
Thomas Caputi 
Dena Greenstreet 
Priyanka Trivedi 
Kathryn Webster

Representative Marino 
(PA10) 
Jack Morton

Representative Schwartz 
(PA13)			 
Lydia Apppianing 
Lydia Baxter 
Emily Crossette 
Jason Fouch 
Devin Gannon 
Monica Hobgood 
Alix Joy 
Annie Kim 
David Lakata 
Jane Lee 
Malorie Letcavage 
Matthew Wilfred 
Yifan Yang

Representative Pitts (PA16)
Miguel Franco Duran 
Jonathan Ho 
Roberto Ortiz 
Alejandro Ruiz Hernandez 
Holly Sirotta 
Howard Sirotta, Jr. 
Rosa Zavala

Representative Holden 
(PA17) 
Johanna Kester

Representative Murphy 
(PA18) 
Kristen Collins 
Mary Collins 
Stephanie Kuo 
Brendan Yeh

Rhode Island 
Senator Reed 	
Senator Whitehouse

Representative Langevin 
(RI02) 
Ruth Clarkin

Tennessee
Senator Alexander 	
Senator Corker

Representative Duncan 
(TN02) 
Matthew Waldrep

Representative Fleischmann 
(TN03) 
Sarah Zeglen

Representative Black (TN06)
Ethan Green

Representative Fincher 
(TN08) 
Chirag Odhav

Texas 
Senator Hutchison 	
Senator Cornyn

Representative Hensarling 
(TX05) 
Matthew Evans

Representative Culberson 
(TX07) 
Shelby Sutton

Representative McCaul 
(TX10) 
Collin Carstens 
Meredith Kolda 
Seung Yeon Lee

Representative Granger 
(TX12) 
Levi Walker 
Ryan Welborn

Representative Jackson Lee 
(TX18) 
Nicholas Cruz

Representative Doggett 
(TX25) 
Noah Lambert 
Andrew Marshall

Representative Burgess 
(TX26) 
Emily Cassidy

Representative Cuellar 
(TX28) 
Paul Braden

Utah  
Senator Hatch 	
Senator Lee

Representative Bishop 
(UT01) 
Kathryn Florance

Virginia 
Senator Webb 	
Senator Warner

Representative Whittman 
(VA01) 
Bianca Craft 
John Engiles 
James Spencer

Representative Cantor (VA07)
Baily Bierhuizen 
Amanda Jenkins

Representative Morgan 
(VA08) 
Kevin Chen 
Simrun Soni

Representative Griffith 
(VA09)			 
Jason Dreyzehner 
John Dreyzehner 
Grace Grunstra 
Rachel Grunstra 
Timothy Grunstra 
Kathleen Rogers

Representative Wolf (VA10)
Marissa Gaven 
Priya Krishnan 
Kelsie Mietla 

Representative Connolly 
(VA11) 
Matthew Bess 
Julia Green 
Alexandra Studd-Sojka

Washington 
Senator Murray 	
Senator Cantwell

Representative Larsen 
(WA02) 
Alexander Gaston

Representative Herrera 
Beulter (WA03)
David Craft

Representative Reichert 
(WA08) 
Ivan Leniski

WEST VIRGINIA	
Senator Rockefeller	
Senator Manchin

Representative McKinley	
(WV01) 		
Cody Gallagher 

Wisconsin 
Senator Kohl 	
Senator Johnson

Representative  
Sensenbrenner (WI05)
Aaron Below

Wyoming  
Senator Enzi 	
Senator Barrasso

Representative Lummis 
(WYAL) 
Amanda Anderson 
Alissa Aylward 
Kelly Barrett 
Jessica Bomberger 
Caleb Brackett 
Joshua Brackett 
Rebecca Burton 
Moseh Cho 
Kolby Drake 
Dayna hazlewood 
Carissa Lane 
Monica Mencer 
Christine Mock 
Kaiser Mock 
Sarah Mock 
Ellen Nye  
Will Rich 
Chelsea Rodekuhr 
Erin Sims 
Samuel Streeter 
Ciara Thompson 
Chelsie Trowbridge 
Lawrence Uhling 
Michaela Uhling 
Makenzie White 
Caleb Wilkins 
Jacob Zumo 

 

Listing reflects approved Gold Medalists as of our print deadline.
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“I have been taken out of my comfort zone and been forced to do things that I 
would not otherwise do. In doing so, I learned that I am capable of many things 
that I did not realize and can do almost anything I put my mind to.”

–Gold Medalist Joseph Lindsay ★ Miami, FL

Horizon Award Recipient Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson meets with Gold Medalist 
Allante Nelson of Virginia at a Congressional Award dinner in Washington, DC.
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“Participating in the 
Congressional Award 
program has made me 
realize that there are 
things that we all do in 
our everyday lives that 
can be shared within our 
community.”

–Silver Medalist John Bauman 
★ Cheyenne, WY

Senator Mike Enzi (R-WY) sinks a putt at the Annual Congressional 
Award Golf Tournament fundraiser in Arlington, VA.
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“Alpha Natural 
Resources is proud to be 
a long-time supporter 
of the Congressional 
Award Foundation.  We 
believe instilling the 
values of volunteerism, 
community service and 
personal development 
in America’s youth 
is very important in 
the development and 
growth of our future 
leaders.”

–Alpha Natural Resources ★ 
2011 Tournament Title Sponsor

The Congressional Award Charity Golf Tournament
 The first of our signature fundraising events is the Annual Congressional Award Golf Classic.  
Held each spring in Arlington, VA, dozens of members of Congress, Chiefs of Staff and spouses 
come out for a day on the links.  In addition, former members of Congress return for the event 
and join friends, colleagues and celebrity guests to lend their support.   Congressional Award 
medalists are on hand to speak about the impact the program has had on their lives.  Golf pros 
provide a few tips for the beginners, and non-golfers enjoy the luncheon and awards ceremony.

The Congressional Award has recognized so many young Army and Navy soldiers for their 
achievements in the past, as well as the dependants of military personnel who live on bases 
throughout the world.  In light of this partnership, and its proximity to the US Capitol 
Building, the Army Navy Country Club is a fitting venue for this tournament.  Members 
of the Army Navy Country Club have included Presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. 
Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard M. Nixon, and William J. Clinton.

Congressman Joe Baca (D-43rd-
CA) and his teammate lead their 
foursome to another first place 
victory on the golf course.

Current and former Members of Congress join forces in support of Congress’ charity for youth.

Back row left to right:  The Honorable Jack Buechner, Phil Crane, Charles Stenholm, Ed 
Pastor, Matt Salmon, Bart Stupak, Mike Simpson, Herb Bateman, Conrad Burns and 
Malcolm Wallop.  Front row left to right: The Honorable Dave McCurdy, Rick Hill, Ron 
Packard, Mike Doyle and Ernie Fletcher
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“Since 1997 when I 
became closely involved 
with the Congressional 
Award, more than 100 
Kansas youth have been 
awarded and recognized 
for contributing 
over 43,000 hours of 
volunteer service 
throughout their 
Kansas communities.”

–Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS)

The Congressional Award Charity Poker Tournament
The second of our signature events is the Annual Congressional Award Poker Tournament.  
Held each year in Washington, D.C., over 60 members of Congress and Chiefs of Staff join 
poker industry leaders and corporate sponsors, for one of the hottest events in town – all in 
the name of charity.  Texas Hold ‘Em players, professionals, spectators, friends and fans come 
together in supporting the Congressional Award program. 

Congressman Jim McDermott (D-7th-WA) joins other members of Congress and congressional 
staff to support the Congressional Award at the Charity Poker Event.

A packed house at the Annual Poker Tournament.

Senator John Ensign (R-NV) meets 
Phil Ivey before the start of the 
game.
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“Taking advantage of the process enhanced 
my life experiences, knowledge and personal 
growth. Never just settle for what is right 
in front of you, but go looking for what is 
harder to see.”

–Gold Medalist Cody Gallagher ★ Fairmont, WV

Congressmen James Clyburn (D-6th-SC) and Nick Rahall (D-3rd-WV) 
enjoy time with Special Host Phil Ivey at the Poker Tournament.



18

“The Congressional 
Award provides an 
opportunity for 
Republicans and 
Democrats alike to 
support and recognize 
the outstanding 
achievements of the 
next generation of 
American leaders.”

–Congressman Eric Cantor 
(R-7th-VA)

The Congressional AwardYouth and Technology Dinner
The Congressional Award Foundation hosts an annual dinner with members of the Senate 
Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee, and House Energy and Commerce 
Committee to advocate the importance of civic engagement among young people and 
the critical role technology plays to bring youth of all backgrounds together to serve 
a common purpose.  The digital world has served to strengthen various forms of youth 
engagement.  Technology has increased youth awarenes of issues, problems and crises in 
their own communities as well as other parts of the world.  It has become a powerful tool 
for communication and coordination of youth movements and creating a sense of solidarity 
among youth of all backgrounds.

Congressman Edward Markey 
(D-7th-MA) thanks Gold Medalist 
Keome Rowe of Texas for his 
remarks at the event.

Congressman Henry Waxman (D-30th-CA) speaks to Congressman Gene Green (D-29th-TX) 
at the Congressional Award event on Capitol Hill.
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Senator Daniel Inouye (D-HI) speaks 
with DeDe Lea of Viacom, Inc. at a 
Congressional Award event with the 
Senate Commerce Committee.

“Because of this award I have become more 
determined to finish what I have started and not 
to give up no matter how difficult it can be.”
–Gold Certificate Recipient Marisa De Marco ★ Waianae, HI
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“I Realized that I am a vital part of 
society and I can make a difference 
one day and one person at a time by 
simply giving of myself, setting goals 
and completing them.”

–Silver Certificate Recipient Christian Duruji 
★ Owotonna, MN

Senator Al Franken (D-MN) and Congressional Award Medalists 
Amy Walton and Catrina Lane of Minnesota participate in the 
Annual Youth Wellness Dinner.
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The Congressional AwardYouth Wellness Dinner
The Congressional Award Foundation hosts an annual dinner with members of the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee, and the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee to raise awareness of this congressional program for youth.  Formerly 
chaired by the late Senator Ted Kennedy, this annual dinner advocates the importance of civic 
engagement and physical health and fitness for youth – two of the main components of the 
Congresional Award program.  As child obesity is an issue that continues to be an ongoing 
focus in the Senate HELP and House Energy & Commerce Committees, the Congressional 
Award program encourages the types of activities that promote fitness and can prevent this 
epidemic from spreading to future generations of young people.

“I believe that 
because of the 
Congressional Award 
Fitness component, 
our daughter will 
be able to avoid the 
eating disorders and 
food related/body 
image struggles that 
so many young adults 
go through.  In my 
estimation, the physical 
fitness portion is a 
simple, positive and very 
important component 
to the Congressional 
Award Program.”

–Congressional Award 
Gold Medal Parent ★ 

Jupiter, FL

Senator Johnny Isakson (R-GA), a Congressional Award Board Member, welcomes medalists 
as one of the Co-Chairs of the Annual Youth Wellness Dinner.

Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) and 
former Iowa Senator John Culver 
enjoy the dinner before giving their 
remarks.
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“The Congressional 
Award is such a valuable 
program because it is 
a stepping stone for 
youth to get involved 
in new activities and 
organizations in their 
communities.”

–Congressional Award 
Advisor ★ 

Offutt Air Force Base, NE

The Congressional Award State and Committee Events
Each year, the Congressional Award Foundation hosts state events in Washington, D.C. 
to raise awareness of program activities in that particular state.  Members of Congress join 
us as our special guests to help thank the contributors from these states and to forge new 
state partnerships that will enhance the program.  Special awards are often presented to the 
individuals from these states who have displayed outstanding commitment to improving 
the lives of our nation’s young people.  Recognition is also given to partnering organizations 
for providing critical support in the Congressional Award Foundation’s efforts to make the 
Congressional Award a national opportunity.  Recent honorees include former Senator John 
Culver, Governor Dirk Kempthorne, Senator David Pryor, Mississippi State University 
President Dr. Mark Keenum, and NFL quarterback Drew Brees.

Additional Committee events are held on a rotating basis and have recently included receptions 
with the Senate Leadership chaired by Senator Harry Reid and with the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee with Congressman James Oberstar.

Governor Haley Barbour (R-MS), Congresswoman Marsha Blackburn (R-7th-TN), 
Mississippi State University President Dr. Mark Keenum, and Chairman of the Board 
Paxton Baker participate in the Mississippi Congressional Award dinner in Washington, DC.

FedEx Chairman and Founder, Fred 
Smith, speaks as the title sponsor of the 
Arkansas Congressional Award Dinner 
honoring Senator David Pryor.
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Senator David Vitter (R-LA) and Chairman of the Board Paxton Baker 
present a special award to NFL Quarterback Drew Brees and his wife, 
Brittany, at a Congressional Award event.

“Each of my historic Explorations was like opening a door to the past 
and stepping inside. Thanks to the Congressional Award, I realized 
experiencing the past gives you clues to making the future a better place.”

–Silver Medalist Amanda Kruse ★ Metairie, LA
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Over 3,000 young Americans have been recognized with the 
Congressional Award Gold Medal for their voluntary public 
service and commitment to their goals.

“Earning the Congressional Gold Medal 
Award has been one of the most personally 
rewarding experiences of my life. I learned 
that through setting goals in my life, I 
am able to accomplish anything. Most 
importantly, I now recognize that we all 
have the ability and a duty to give back to 
the communities in which we live in order  
to effect positive change.”
–Gold Medalist Anthony Georgiades ★ San Diego, CA
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AARP
Abbott Laboratories
ACLI
AEGON USA, Inc.
AHIP
Air Transport Association of America, Inc
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers
Alpha Natural Resources
Alticor Inc.
Altria Group, Inc.
American Airlines, Inc.
American Association of Orthopaedic Surgeons
American Gas Association
American Maritime Officers 
American Petroleum Institute America’s Health 
Insurance Plans
AmeriSource Bergen Corporation
Amgen Inc.
Arch Coal, Inc.
Association of American Railroads
Assurant Health Foundation
AT&T Services, Inc.
The Aufricht Foundation
Bank of America
Black Entertainment Television
BlueCross BlueShield Association
BNSF Railway Company
Boise Inc.
Boston Scientific
Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
CareFirst Blue Cross Blue Shield
CH2M Hill
Chrysler Group LLC
Cisco Systems, Inc.
The Coca-Cola Company
Comcast
Consumer Healthcare Products Association 
Continental Airlines, Inc.
Covanta Energy
CSX Corporation
CTIA-The Wireless Association
The Walt Disney Company
DLA Piper
EADS North America
Edison Electric Institute
Edward Jones Financial
Electric Power Supply Association

EMC Corporation
Entergy Corporation
Experian
Exxon Mobil
Federal Policy Group
FedEx
Fierce, Isakowitz & Blalock
Firecreek LTD
Florida Power & Light Company
FMC Corporation
Four Seasons Beverly Hills 
Four Seasons Georgetown 
Full Tilt Poker
G2 Secure Staff, L.L.C.
Genentech, Inc.
General Dynamics Corporation
General Electric Company
Generic Pharmaceutical Association
Genworth Financial
GlaxoSmithKline
GrandStand Sports
Grisso Consulting
Guardian Life Insurance Company of America
Harrah’s Entertainment
Healthcare Distribution Management Association
Hecla Mining Company
Hewlett Packard Company
Humana Inc.
Independent Telephone and Telecommunications 

Alliance
The Jefferson Hotel 
John Hancock Financial Services, Inc.
Johnson & Johnson Services, Inc.
Johnston & Associates LLC
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
J.R. Simplot Company
The Kansas City Southern Charitable Fund
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP
Major League Baseball
Mass Mutual Financial Group
McDonald’s Corporation
The McLarty Companies LLC
Medco Health Solutions, Inc.
Merck & Co., Inc.
Micron Technology, Inc.
Microsoft
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
Mutual of Omaha
National Association of Broadcasters

National Association of Chain Drug Stores
National Association of Home Builders
National Education Association
National Mining Association
Navistar, Inc
The Nemocolin Woodlands Resort
New York Life Insurance Company
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Northrup Grumman
Northwestern Mutual 
Novartis Corporation
Olympic Steel Inc.
Parry, Romani, DeConcini & Symms
Peabody Energy Corporation
Pepco Holdings, Inc.
PepsiCo, Inc.
Pinnacle West Capital Corporation
Poker Players Alliance
Potlatch Corporation
Principal Financial Group
Qwest Communications International Inc.
Raytheon Company
Ritz Carlton Amelia Island 
Robison International, Inc.
sanofi-aventis U.S. LLC
Scherder & Associates
Sinclair Oil Corporation
Southern Company
Southwest Airlines Co.
Target Corporation
The Tides Inn 
Time Warner Inc.
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.
Travelers Companies, Inc.
Tyson Foods, Inc.
United Heritage Insurance
US Telecom Association 
Verizon Communications, Inc.
Viacom Inc.
Walgreen Co.
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.
Washington Nationals Dream Foundation 
WellPoint, Inc.
White & Case LLP
The Williams Companies, Inc.
Williams & Jensen, P.L.L.C.
Witt Associates 
Yahoo! Inc.

THE CONGRESSIONAL AWARD FOUNDATION  Corporate Contributors
The Congressional Award Foundation gratefully acknowledges the following corporations that have generously provided support thtis year:

The Congressional Award Foundation would like to offer a special thanks to Centric Network for their in-kind printing support.
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Board Officers
Chairman
PAXTON K. BAKER
BET Networks

Vice Chairwoman
DR. LINDA MITCHELL
MSU Extension Service

Vice Chairman
AMBASSADOR ROGER NORIEGA
Vision Americas LLC

Vice Chairman
HON. RODNEY E. SLATER
Patton Boggs, LLP

Secretary
MARY RODGERS
Pennsylvania

Treasurer
Lee klumpp, CPA
BDO Seldman, LLP

Chairman Emeritus
JOHN M. FALK, ESQ.
Firecreek Ltd.

Board Members
CLIFF AKIYAMA
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine

HON. MAX BAUCUS
U.S. Senator

HON. GUS BILIRAKIS
U.S. Representative

Ed Blansitt, CPA
Washington, DC

HON. KWAME R. BROWN
D.C. Council

LAUREL CALL
Ohio

NICK CANNON
California

MICHAEL CAROZZA
Washington, D.C.
EDWARD L. COHEN
Lerner Enterprises

KATHY DIDAWICK
BlueCross BlueShield Association

DR. WILEY DOBBS
Idaho

MIKE ESSER
Edward Jones Investments

DAVID FALK
F.A.M.E.

JEFFREY S. FRIED, ESQ.
Washington, DC

RON GILLYARD
California

GEORGE B. GOULD
Washington, DC

DR. LARRY GREEN
Maryland

J. STEVEN HART, ESQ
Williams & Jensen, P.C.

ERICA WHEELAN HEYSE *
National Director

DAVID W. HUNT, ESQ. *
Legal Counsel

HON. JOHNNY ISAKSON
U.S. Senator

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE
U.S. Representative

PAUL KELLY
National Association of Chain Drug Stores

CONRAD LASS
American Petroleum Institute

LYNN LYONS
Florida

Patrick McLain
sanofi-aventis, US

MARC MONYEK
McDonald’s Corporation

PATRICK M. MURPHY
3 Click Solutions

MAJOR GENERAL ROBERT B. NEWMAN, JR.
Virginia

KIMBERLY NORMAN
Texas

ANDREW F. ORTIZ
Ortiz Leadership Systems

JERRY PROUT
FMC Corporation

GLENN REYNOLDS
USTelecom Association

ADAM RUIZ
Kentucky

DANIEL B. SCHERDER
Scherder & Associates

Jimmie Lee Solomon
Major League Baseball

JEFFREY L. THOMPSON
The Walt Disney Company

HON. JERI THOMSON
Former Secretary, U.S. Senate

JOE WATSON
Virginia

KATHRYN WEEDEN
U.S. Senate Page School

JON WOOD
Alpha Natural Resources

* Ex Officio

A copy of The Congressional Award’s 
audited financial statements, prepared by 
the General Accountability Office, is 
available upon request.
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The Congressional Award
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Washington, D.C. 20013
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