2019 GOLD MEDAL CEREMONY

FREQUENTLY ASKED

QUESTIONS

Check-In & Walk-Through - June 19
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Location TBD
What will I receive at the check-in event?
Medalists will receive their Gold Medal t-shirt, event schedule, ceremony tickets, Nationals tickets, a Gold Medal
box, and photographer information.
What happens if I cannot attend?
You will receive all the above materials at the check-in prior to your ceremony.
Can I bring a parent to this event?
We would prefer that just the medalists attend, but if a parent/guardian would like to or needs to be in
attendance please indicate so on your RSVP or contact Kirsten Gooden at gold@congressionalaward.org

Ceremony - June 20
10:00 a.m., 12:30 p.m., 3:00 p.m. - U.S. Capitol Visitor Center Congressional Auditorium
How is the Gold Medal Ceremony organized?
The Gold Medal Ceremony will occur in the United States Capitol Visitor Center (CVC) Congressional Auditorium
on Capitol Hill. Three ceremonies will be held throughout the day in order to accommodate guests. The
ceremonies are divided by state. We will notify medalists of their ceremony time in May, and work with
Congressional Offices to confirm your U.S. Representative’s attendance.
On the day of the ceremony, Gold Medalists are asked to check-in for their ceremony 45 minutes before the
scheduled start time, allowing National Staff time to prepare the Gold Medalists for the presentation. Guests will
be able to enter the room 15 minutes before start time. The ceremony includes a color guard presentation,
invocation, speakers, and a brief introduction of each Gold Medalist as they receive their medals.
When will I learn my ceremony time?
Medalists will be notified of their ceremony time in May, once all RSVPs are submitted. Medalists are assigned to
a ceremony by state affiliation.
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Can I request a specific ceremony time?
No. We do not take requests for specific ceremony times. While we understand that a specific ceremony may be
preferred, we must be conscious of congressional schedules as well as other Gold Medalists from your state.
Can I contact my Congressional Office to let them know about my award?
Yes, but please wait to do so until May after we have decided your ceremony time and formally invited your
Representative and Senators.
Will my Member of Congress contact me to visit their office?
Maybe. Some Members of Congress will reach out to their medalists for a photo op or a meet and greet. We send
formal invitations to Congressional Offices and we include your contact information. It is imperative that we
have accurate contact information, including a means for reaching you while you are in Washington, D.C. so that
if a Member chooses to contact you, they are able to do so.
What happens if my Member of Congress cannot attend?
We make every attempt to have your Representative make your presentation. If they cannot attend the
ceremony, we will ask another Member of Congress to step in for the presentation.
When do Gold Medalists and guests need to check-in?
Medalists are asked to arrive 45 minutes before their assigned ceremony time. If the medalist was unable to
attend the official check-in event the day prior, they will be receiving their ceremony tickets, National tickets,
medal box, photography information, and t-shirt during this time. They should have one parent or guest with
them to hold their items as medalists cannot bring them into the auditorium. Guests will be allowed into the
auditorium 15 minutes prior to the start of the ceremony and will require a ticket to enter.
Persons with disabilities who require special accommodations or who have questions about physical access
should contact Kirsten Gooden at gold@congressionalaward.org in advance of the ceremony.
Will there be a photographer at the ceremony? Can my family take a picture of my presentation?
Photos will be taken of each Gold Medalist as they are presented. Each Gold Medalist will receive a link to
electronically download photos from the events the following week.
As we provide a link to the photos after the ceremonies, we ask that family members and guests not attempt to
take their own photos. Flash photography and maneuvering for a personal picture may interfere with our
professional photographer and may obstruct the view of other families.
Where are the group photos taken? What if the weather is poor?
A group photo of the entire 2019 Gold Medal class will be taken at 4:45 p.m. on Thursday, June 20 at the Capitol
Reflecting Pool located west of 1st Street NW, in between Maryland and Pennsylvania Avenues.
Immediately following the third ceremony, Gold Medalists will be led to the group photo location. Gold Medalists
from the first two ceremonies should meet the group at the photo location (with your Gold Medal) no later than
4:40 p.m. Please look for Congressional Award staff who will have signs.
If there is a need to change the location (weather or unlikely emergency), we will notify Gold Medalists via the
email address included on the RSVP form as soon as changes are made. We do not expect any changes but do
need accurate contact information in the event of a location change.
What is the dress code for the ceremony?
Please keep in mind that the Gold Medal Ceremony is a business formal event. Business attire should be worn by
all participants (coat and tie for men, business suit/dress for women). Formal gowns or prom dresses will not be
appropriate. Participants are encouraged to make conservative clothing choices. Please do not wear flip flops or
tennis shoes for the ceremony. Also, young ladies should keep a conservative heel height as you will be walking
across the stage and navigating stairs.
How do we get to the ceremony or other Gold Medal events? Can we drive to Capitol Hill?
The Capitol Visitor Center is located beneath the East Front Plaza of the U.S. Capitol at First Street and East
Capitol Street. You will be required to go through security to enter the Capitol Visitor Center. Please allow 15-20
minutes to enter. There will be staff members holding signs after you pass through security to direct Gold
Medalists and their families to the check-in area and auditorium.

Before your visit please check out the list of Prohibited Items that are not able to pass through security and into
the Capitol Visitor Center: www.visitthecapitol.gov/plan-visit/prohibited-items.
Parking is VERY limited around the Capitol. We recommend taking Metro (Washington, D.C.’s subway system).
The Capitol Visitor Center is between two metro stops - Union Station on the Red Line and the Capitol South on
the Blue/Orange/Silver Lines. Please visit www.wmata.com for details about the Metro System. You may also look
into other ground transportation options like taxis.

Call for Photos!
We will be highlighting 2019 Gold Medalists during the months leading up to and during the Gold Medal
Ceremony. If you would like to participate, submit your photos by email to gold@congressionalaward.org by
June 14, 2019.

Unable to attend the ceremony?
If I am NOT attending the ceremony in Washington, D.C., do I have to send in my RSVP and biography?
YES. You must complete your RSVP even if you are not planning to attend the ceremony. We also request
information from you regarding your choice of presentation if you cannot attend, your t-shirt size, and contact
information. The Gold Medal Biographies appear in the program, allowing an opportunity for all Gold Medalists
to share their accomplishments in earning The Congressional Award. The program is shared with Congressional
Offices, press, and all guests. If we do not receive your biography, only your name will be printed in the program.
If we do not hear from you by the due date (May 1) we will make a few attempts to confirm your attendance. This
takes resources away from the ceremony as well as planning local presentations. Please be considerate and
submit your RSVP on time. If you do not RSVP, then you will not be sent your t-shirt.
If I request a LOCAL presentation, what can I expect?
Following the Gold Medal Ceremony, if you have not already had your local presentation, we will notify your local
Congressional Office regarding your award. Local presentations most often occur in local Congressional District
Offices, allowing families and medalists an opportunity for an intimate meeting with their Member of Congress.
In July, you will receive a Gold Packet from the National Office, including your t-shirt and program. If you have
questions about your local presentation, please contact us. If you move or change your contact information
before your local presentation is scheduled, please contact us.
If I request my medal to be MAILED to me, what can I expect?
We will send your Gold Packet in July, including your Gold Medal and any of your lower level awards (if
applicable), t-shirt, and program. If you move, we request that you update your contact information with us.
Please note if you choose to have your medal mailed to you, you will not have a local presentation.
Can I come to next year’s Gold Medal Ceremony if I can’t make this one?
No. We do not grant deferrals due to the growing number of medalists year to year.

Panel Discussions - June 21
8:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 3:30 p.m. - Locations TBD
How many panels can I attend?
There will be two morning panels (8:30 a.m.), two early afternoon panels (1:30 p.m.), and one late afternoon panel
(3:30 p.m.). You can attend all three time slots if you so choose (selecting one from each of the first two panels).
Please note that panels have limited space and are first come, first serve. Once a panel is filled, we will close that
option on the RSVP form.
Can I bring guests to the panel?
The panels are focused on the medalists, but you do have the option to bring one guest (parent, guardian, etc.)
to the panel with you. Please note your guest on the RSVP form.

What do I wear to the panels?
Please wear your 2019 Gold Medal t-shirt with school appropriate bottoms.
Will food be provided?
There will be light refreshments provided at each panel.
Can I ask questions during the panel?
Yes! But we will be requiring that all questions are submitted prior to the panel. In May we will release the
panelist information, and request that medalists submit their questions for the panels.

Nationals On-Field Photo - June 21
11:30 a.m. - Nationals Park
Where is Nationals Park?
Nationals Park is located at 1500 S Capitol St. SE, Washington, D.C. 20003. To get to the park we recommend
taking Metro to the Navy Yard-Ballpark station on the Green Line. The ballpark is two blocks from the metro exit.
Parking will not be available at the stadium during the photo.
Gold Medalists will meet Congressional Award National Staff at the entrance to the ballpark on First Street SE at
11:15 a.m. We will enter the stadium as a group at 11:30 a.m.. If you are not present at the time that the group
enters the stadium unfortunately there is NO way to enter the stadium as it will be closed to the public.
What do I wear to the group photo at Nationals Park?
All Gold Medalists should wear their 2019 Gold Medal t-shirt which will be provided to them at the ceremony the
day prior. As Gold Medalists will be entering the stadium, they are required to go through security so please only
bring the essentials and leave your bags with your parents as they will NOT be allowed in the stadium during the
group photo. Also, please do NOT wear cleats or heels as you will not be allowed onto the field.
Why are my family members not allowed in the stadium for the photo?
As Nationals Park will still be closed to the public during the photo, only Gold Medalists will be allowed to enter
for the photo. Parents will need to wait on the sidewalk outside of the ballpark. This is due to limited space on
the diamond.

Nationals MLB Game - June 21
7:05 p.m. - Nationals Park
How many guests can I bring to the game? Can I request extra tickets for additional guests?
Each Gold Medalist is entitled to four complimentary tickets for the game (one for themselves and three for their
guests). Each complimentary ticket will come with a $25 food/beverage credit to be used throughout the
stadium.
You may purchase additional tickets for $25 each through the provided Washington Nationals ticketing link
through June 7, 2019 at https://groupmatics.events/event.congressionalgold3. All Gold Medalists will be in the
same sections in the stadium and we will do our best to seat the purchased tickets near the complimentary
tickets, but it is not guaranteed.
Please note that the price of additional tickets is $25. Included in that price is a $10 donation that will go directly
to support The Congressional Award Foundation. The Foundation does not receive any federal funding but relies
entirely on private contributions. Your donation ensures the continuation of this important youth development
program for years to come.
How will I get my tickets?
All Gold Medalists attending the ceremonies will receive their tickets during the check-in event on Wednesday
afternoon. If a medalist was unable to attend the event on Wednesday, they will receive their tickets during
ceremony check-in on Thursday. The tickets will be in hard copy form so you will be responsible for them once
they are handed out.

What do I wear to the baseball game at Nationals Park?
All Gold Medalists should wear their 2019 Gold Medal t-shirt which will be provided to them at the ceremony
the day prior.
How do I get to Nationals Park? Can I drive?
Nationals Park is located at 1500 S Capitol St SE, Washington, D.C. 20003. To get to the park, we recommend
taking Metro to the Navy Yard Ballpark station on the Green Line. The ballpark is a two-block walk from the
metro.
If you are driving, street parking is extremely limited, and it is recommended that you investigate parking at the
stadium. We will not provide parking, so it is up to you and your guests to look into parking options.
What to expect at the game?
During the Nationals game there will be a time when Congressional Award Gold Medalists will be asked to
stand and there will be a special recognition video shown on the scoreboard. They will also pan to our seats so
be ready! The exact time is still being determined.
In addition, the game giveaway for fans is a Max Scherzer Bobblehead. There will be a limited amount given
away. The centerfield gates will open at 5:00 p.m. and the giveaways tend to be gone by 6:15 p.m. If you are
interested, we recommend getting to gate when they open!
Gold Medalists will be responsible for themselves and their guests during the game. There is no scheduled
programming that you need to be aware of. Enjoy yourself and remember you are representing The
Congressional Award!
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